	Philosophy | Topic 4 | GOOD AND EVIL

	What are the key definitions for the module?

	Good: God is both good and perfect. Hence Christians follow God in order to live a good/perfect life

Evil: Bad things happen (i.e. earthquakes etc), separation from God?

Definition of God: Omnipotent, Omniscient and All Loving (benevolent)

Problem of Evil: God exists (as described above) and yet evil also exists!


	Where does Evil come from?

	The Devil/Satan: Either a physical being or symbolic of the ultimate evil opposing the ultimate goodness of God

Devil Bible References: Adam and Eve account, Job, Tempting Jesus in the Wilderness

The Fall: Story of Adam and Eve and their disobedience of God. (Literal or symbolic account?)

Humans CHOSE (using Free Will!) to disobey the orders given by God and eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge.

Action results in separation of humans from God. Christians say humans can return to God through the sacrifice of J.

Bible ref: For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Original Sin: Some Christians say Fall means all people are born contaminated with sin. Others, it symbolises human weakness.

	How do Christians explain the presence of Evil?

	Moral vs. Natural Evil: Evil created by humans (i.e. rape and murder) vs. evil that occurs naturally in the world (tornados)

Theodicies: these explain how God exist as well as evil and suffering existing in the world


Irenaeus – evil enables us to exercise our free will and develop as human beings by learning from our suffering

Hick – evil and suffering bring out the best in people and they are necessary if humans are to develop qualities of love, courage, selflessness, generosity and compassion.

Moltmann – God shares in the suffering of the world so he supports people in their moments of pain

Augustine – humans caused all the suffering in the world through the fall. However suffering will end as the death of J starts the process of the coming of heaven on earth.

Others: Suffering in this world minuscule compared to glory of heaven. Jesus suffered but shows how to cope with suffering!

Objections: should suffering be a test or learning experience? Why doesn’t God just tell us the answer? What about severely disabled people or babies who cannot make any sense of their suffering in order to benefit from the experience?

	What are Christian responses to the problem of suffering?

	Christians try to help those who suffer through charity work/acts of Charity

Bible references: The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) & The Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25)

Christians try to forgive those who persecute them

Bible references: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you (Matt 5:44), Jesus forgave people on the Cross.

	Coping with suffering

	Different ways of explaining suffering:

	A test of people’s faith by God (JOB!)
	Leads to deeper understanding of God
	Gives opportunity for others to care

	Brought about by humans
	Result of evil and nothing to do with God
	Will not last. Soon die and go to heaven

	Story of Job: God tests Job, in a clash with the Devil, to test how strong Job’s faith is. Job is the perfect man. Satan destroys everything in Job’s life but Job says ‘the Lord gives and the Lord takes away’. After a confrontation, Job acknowledges that God is omnipotent and omniscient. God then rewards Job’s faith

Meaning of Job: God may allow suffering in part of a bigger plan. Keep the faith in the meantime!

The hereafter Bible quotes: St. Paul - ‘I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us!’ (Romans 8:18)

	Sources and reasons for moral behaviour

	WWJD – forgave people
	What did Jesus say – love your neighbour
	Speak to the Church Community –  peer support
	Prayer – communication with God

	The Bible – 10 Commandments (not kill, love the Lord your God)
	Your conscience – your inner voice! Guilt (Aquinas argues) is evidence of God telling you what is right or wrong. (Some argue it is socially conditioned)
	Speak to Priest  – academic and experienced, can offer reasoned advice

	Key Words

	Conscience – inner voice or feeling giving guidance

Free Will – belief that God created humans with ability to make moral choices

Golden Rule – Jesus’ taught that people should treat others how they wanted to be treated

Job – Biblical character whose faith was tested

Moral evil – evil caused by humans

Natural evil – evil caused by nature

Omnipotent – powerful, able to do anything
	Omniscient – all knowing Original Sin – the sin which was brought into the world at the Fall and which some Christians teach everyone is born with.

Redemption – idea that sins can be forgiven. Jesus often referred to as the redeemer
Sacrifice – Giving up a life for God

The Devil/Satan – A supernatural Evil

The Fall – Disobedience by Adam and Eve resulting in leaving Eden

Theodicies – argument explaining presence of evil & God


